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The Festool Kapex KS120 sliding compound miter saw, with it s dust collection capabilities, light weight, 
compact size and accurate cuts, will  set a new standard for miter saws. Any one of these features would be a 
welcome addition on  any new miter saw, all of them, well, now you have a saw that is head and shoulders 
above the competition.  
  
As a residential remodeler my work takes me inside occupied homes almost everyday, the job site needs to be 
safe, well organized, and most of all, clean. This is where the Kapex's dust collection comes in, there is no 
other saw that compares to the Kapex is this regard. Collecting dust isn't just for insid e work. With more and 
more synthetic materials,  like Azek and Trex, being used ÉÔȭÓ a good idea to collect the dust at the saw rather 
than leave it in a pile  on the lawn.  
  
I've struggled to get my old 12" slider up  small stairwells and through narrow doo rways. The Kapex is 
smaller and lighter;  now, I don't bang door frames and railings nearly as much when  moving the Kapex to job 
site. The smaller size is partly because it's a 10" slider, but, I don't have to sacrifice cutting capacity.  Its 
cutting capacit y is virtually identical  to my old 12" saw.  
  
If you have ever done remodeling work in older homes you know nothing is square, level or plumb. With every 
miter needing some tweaking to  get a perfect fit , trimming out an  older home can sometimes be a real  
challenge. A miter saw that can produce accurate, repeatable cuts is a must, the Kapex does this.  
  
Festool has come up with some unique features on the Kapex, for example, the micro bevel adjustment. No 
other saw on the market has anything like it. Festo ol has long a standing tradition of leading the power 
tool  industry with innovation and the Kapex is no exception.  
  
I hope you find the information in this review helpful and the reading enjoyable.  
-Brice Burrell, Renovation Contractor, Pittsburgh, PA 
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My Kapex was shipped from the Festool warehouse on a pallet along with the MFT/ Kapex and 

accessories via a freight carrier company. All three boxes were well pac kaged. The Kapex was 

delivered in two boxes, the outer box a plain  cardboard  and the inner box pictured below .  

 

 

One of the opening ends is taped shut and the other is not taped, nylon straps wrap the box and hold 

both ends closed.  

 

Once the straps are cut, the un -taped end opens, 

inside the saw is held in place with Styrofoam. 

There  is a cutout in the foam to form a handle to 

pull the saw out of the box easily. If you have ever 

fought with getting large tools out of the package, 

you'll appreciate the extra effort Festool has taken 

to make this so easy.  

The saw's handle is zip tied d own with a piece of 

foam in between it and the saw's base to hold it 

tight. An All en key is stuck in the foam so 

remember to retrieve it before discarding (or 

keep the packaging in case your saw ever needs to 

be shipped back to Festool for service).  
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The saw also has a plastic sleeve on the one of the rails to prevent the sa ×ȭÓ ÈÅÁÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ 

moving  during shipping.  

The MFT/Kapex was packaged in a cardboard box with Styrofoam also. I give Festool high marks for 

the packaging;  you can expect your saw will arrive with no shipping damage.  

 

Set up 

The MFT/Kapex is the first thing to set up; I set the MFT on its edge to loosen the knobs for the legs. 

Unfold the legs, they will sort of snap into the open position.  

 

Stand the MFT upright, if the floo r is uneven the front right foot can be adjusted to take the wobble 

out.  

The saw goes on the table next, there are four round 

rubber feet;  these feet are spaced to fit into the holes in 

ÔÈÅ -&4ȭÓ ÔÏÐȢ  

2ÅÌÅÁÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÁ×ȭÓ ÃÁÒÒÉÁÇÅ ÐÕÌÌÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÃËÉÎÇ ÐÉÎ ÏÕÔ×ÁÒÄȟ 

releasing the saw from its  downward position. Now , loosen 

the locking knob to allow the carriage to slide on the rails.   
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To set the saw to 90 degrees, lift up on the 

miter lock handle, press dow n the detent 

override and rotate the saw to 90 degrees. 

Pressing the miter lock handle down will 

lock in the miter setting.  

 

 The Kapex also has two recesses for bolts 

to mount the saw to the MFT or any other  

table /saw stand. Festool offers the 

ȰÃÌÁÍÐÉÎÇ ËÉÔȱ ÐÁÒÔ Π τωτ φωσȟ (sold as an 

accessory) kit includes two bolts and two 

locking knobs. Drop the bolts down 

through the recess and screw on the knob 

from under the MFT.  

 

Festool clamps can also be used in additio n to or in place of the clamping kit. Place the clamp in from 

ÂÅÌÏ× ÔÈÅ -&4ȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ Á ÓÐÁÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÁÍÐ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÁ×ȭÓ ÂÁÓÅȟ ÔÉÇÈÔÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÁÍÐȢ 
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The crown stops with base extensions part # 494 369 (sold as accessories) ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÍÏÕÎÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ Ȱ6ȱ 

grooveÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ +ÁÐÅØȭÓ ÂÁÓÅ ÔÏ ÃÕÔ ÃÒÏ×Î ÍÏÌÄÉÎÇ ȰÉÎ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎȱ ÏÒ ȰÎÅÓÔÅÄȱȢ Attach the vacuum hose to 

ÔÈÅ ÄÕÓÔ ÐÏÒÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÁ×Ȣ 5Î×ÒÁÐ ÃÏÒÄ ÁÎÄ ÐÌÕÇ ÉÔ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ #4ȭÓ ÏÕÔÌÅÔȟ ÔÕÒÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÏ×ÅÒ Ó×ÉÔÃÈ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 

ȰÁÕÔÏȱ ÓÅÔÔÉÎÇȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÁ× ÉÓ ÒÅÁÄÙ ÔÏ ÃÕÔȢ 

 

Out of the box 

 

With the Kapex unpacked I wanted to check the 

quality of the saw right out of the box. I wanted 

to check to see in the Kapex had any of the 

common quality control issues that other brand 

saws seem to have. After a basic function test, I 

ÂÅÇÁÎ ÍÙ ȰÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÏØ ÔÅÓÔȢȱ ) ×ÁÎÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÃÈÅÃË 

ÔÈÅ ÆÅÎÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÓÑÕÁÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÉÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÁ×ȭÓ ÂÅÄ 

was completely coplanar (all on the same plane), 

the lasers and how accurately the sa w would cut .   

 

I used my 7" Incra guaranteed square, with 

bright sunlight backlighting the  square to check 

the fence for square. As you can see in this photo there is a small amount of light visible. After 

checking both fences all along entire range of travel this gap was relatively consistent. The picture 

makes it look like there is much more of a gap then there really is. Without the strong backlighting 

ÔÈÅ ÇÁÐ ÉÓ ÕÎÄÅÔÅÃÔÁÂÌÅȢ )ȭÍ ÓÁÔÉÓÆÉÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÁ×ȭÓ ÆÅÎÃÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÔ Á ÒÉÇÈÔ ÁÎÇÌÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÁ× ÂÅÄȢ  

 

)ÔȭÓ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÁ×ȭÓ ÂÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔÌÙ ÃÏÐÌÁÎÁÒ ÆÏÒ ÁÃÃÕÒÁÔÅ ÃÕÔÓȢ ) ÃÈÅÃËÅÄ ÔÈÅ Óaw bed by 

placing a 2' Stabila level to act as a straight edge. No obvious gaps, so I tried to slip a piece of paper 

under the level, it would only slide under the rounded edge of the level. I continued checking with the 
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saw mitered to 20, 30, 45 degrees i n both directions, 60 degrees on the right side and 50 on the left. 

All surfaces were coplanar.  

Now for  the real test, how does it 

cut? First up, 90 degrees cut in a 

piece of 4/4" pine. The cut was a 

perfect 90 degrees. Forty -five 

degrees miter and bevel cuts were 

also spot on. Compound cuts will be 

discussed later in this review.  

4ÈÅ ÌÁÓÅÒÓ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÃÈÅÃË ÏÕÔȢ "ÏÔÈ 

were off by 1/32". Since  other 

Kapex owners abroad have 

ÃÏÍÍÅÎÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÁ×ȭÓ ÌÁÓÅÒÓ 

were perfectly set at the factory I 

was a little surprised by this. This 

ÉÓÎȭÔ Á ÂÉÇ ÄÅÁÌȟ Á ÆÅ× ÍÉÎÕÔÅÓ ÏÆ ÁÄÊÕÓÔÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÁÌÉÇÎÍÅÎÔ ×ÁÓ ÃÏÒÒÅÃÔÅÄȢ 

The last thing I wanted to check was the machining on the fence extensions. I removed the fences to 

have a look at the quality of the machining, it was fine, but there was a burr left from the process. These 

burrs was very thin and extended part of the length of the both fence. I was able to easily remove it with 

ÍÙ ÆÉÎÇÅÒÎÁÉÌȢ 4ÈÅ ÂÕÒÒÓ ÔÈÅÍÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÉÎÔÅÒÆÅÒÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÅÎÃÅÓȢ (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÉÆ ÔÈÅ 

burr was to break loose of the fence and lodge into the slot, perhaps then, the fence could bind.  I believe 

the real culprit may h ave been damaged fences from their being mishandled while off of the saw. Since 

ÔÈÅ ÆÅÎÃÅÓ ÁÒÅ Á ÒÅÌÁÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÓÏÆÔ ÁÌÌÏÙ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÄÁÍÁÇÅÄ ÉÆ ÄÒÏÐÐÅÄ ÏÎ Á ÈÁÒÄ ÓÕÒÆÁÃÅȢ )ȭÄ ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔ 

ÓÔÏÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍ ÉÎ Á ÓÁÆÅ ÐÌÁÃÅ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÏÆÆ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÁ×Ȣ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÉÆ ÔÈÉÓ És going to be an issue in the future, 

)ȭÌÌ ÊÕÓÔ ËÅÅÐ ÁÎ ÅÙÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅÍ ÊÕÓÔ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÓÕÒÅ Á ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ.            
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3ÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÉÔÅÍÓ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ review.  

 

Kapex 

                    

           MFT/Kapex                                     Accessories            Dust Extractors  

 

)ȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÙÏÕ Á ÃÌÏse look at the Kapex, all of it s related accessories and since dust extractors 

are an impor tant part of the Kapex dust collection , )ȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍ Álso. 
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MFT/Kapex  

It may seem out of order, but I want 

to start with the MFT/Kapex  since 

ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÓÅÅ ÉÔ ÉÎ ÁÌÍÏÓÔ ÅÖÅÒ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅ. 

Itȭs used as the stand for the saw; it 

can also be used as a work platform 

for smaller projects or for a stand 

ÆÏÒ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÔÏÏÌÓȢ )ÔȭÓ ÌÉÇÈÔ ×ÅÉÇÈÔ ÓÏ ÉÔ 

can be easily carried to or around 

the job site. The MFT/Kapex can do 

pretty much everything its big 

brother, the  MFT/3, can but only on 

a smaller scale. Use it for clamping, 

cutting, routing and so on.   

 

The MFT/Kapex has an MDF top, 525 mm x 815 mm  with 20 mm holes spaced on 96 mm centers;  

two extra rows of holes are to mount the Kapex. The total height of the MFT is 790 mm tall. The 

ÈÅÉÇÈÔ ÁÌÌÏ×Ó ÔÈÅ +ÁÐÅØȭÓ ÂÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÈÅÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ -&4Ⱦσ 

(900 mm) . It has the same V-groove profile as the MFT/3. The 

profiles have slots for Festool c lamps allowing work pieces to be 

clamped to the side of the MFT. The guide rail hardware from the 

MFT/3 can be attached to the MFT/Kapex. Soft, non -marking, 

rubber feet on the MFT keep it fr om sliding around on the floor, the 

front foot can be adjusted to level the MFT on an uneven floor. 

MFT/Kapex is sold as an accessory (not included with the saw) . 
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The Kapex KS120 

)ȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÓÅÐÁÒÁÔÉÎÇ ȰÔÈÅ +ÁÐÅØȱ section into a number of sub -sections to better organize the 

in form ation in this review. I will go over  ÔÈÅ ÓÁ×ȭÓ ÃÁÐÁÃÉÔÉÅÓ/specifications  first .  

 

The Kapex: By the numbers 

Standard 
Package 
Includes: 

60 tooth Universal Saw Blade , Angle Transfer 
Device, Hold Down Clamp, Allen Wrench 

Power 
Consumption  

1600 Watts (13 Amps)  

RPM 1400 -3400 RPM 
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Cutting 
Capacity 
90°/90°  

ρςȱ Ø σ ρυȾσςȱ 
305 mm x 88 mm  

Left/Right 
45°/90°  

ψ ρυȾσςȱ Ø σ ρυȾσςȱ 
215 mm x 88 mm  

Left 45°/45°  ψ ρυȾσςȱ Ø ς ρȾψȱ 
215 mm x 55 mm  

Right 45°/45°  ψ ρυȾσςȱ Ø ρ σȾψȱ 
215 mm x 35 mm  

Special 
Cutting Depth  

τ ςσȾσςȱ Ø ϶ȱ 
120 mm x 20 mm  

Crown Nested 
Capacity 

φ υȾψȱ 
168 mm  

Max Bevel 47°/47°  

Miter Range  Left 50°/Right 60°  

Dust Port  
 

27/36 mm  

Weight  47 lbs. 
21.5 kg. 
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Some of the other specifications, miter detents at: 0°, 15°, 22.5°, 30° and 45°. There is a marking 

ÆÏÒ σρȢφЈȟ ÂÕÔȟ ÎÏ ÄÅÔÅÎÔȢ 3Á× ÂÌÁÄÅÓ ÁÒÅ ςφπ ÍÍ ÄÉÁÍÅÔÅÒ ɉÁÂÏÕÔ ρπ ϴȱɊ ×ÉÔÈ Á σπ ÍÍ ÁÒÂÏÒ 

bore. The Kapex is covered by &ÅÓÔÏÏÌȭÓ ρϹς ×ÁÒÒÁÎÔÙ. The official designation of the US version 

is: Kapex KS 120 EB.  

 

The Kapex: Features. 

4ÈÅ +ÁÐÅØ ÈÁÓ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕȭÄ ÅØÐÅÃÔ 

in a miter saw and some unique to this sa w. In this 

ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ )ȭÌÌ ÇÉÖÅ Á ÂÒÉÅÆ ÏÖÅÒÖÉÅ× ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅÓ ÁÎÄ 

how they work and go into greater detail we get to 

ÔÈÅ Ȱ4ÈÅ +ÁÐÅØȡ In use.ȱ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎȢ 

4ÈÅ +ÁÐÅØȭÓ ÂÁÓÅ ÉÓ ÍÁÄÅ Á ÍÁÇÎÅÓÉÕÍ ÁÌÌÏÙȟ ÔÈÅ 

base has V-grooves cast in both ends, and these 

grooves are where the crown extensi ons attach.  

The miter lock is the handle shown here , pushing 

the handle down locks the miter setting and pulling 

it up releases. Also on the handle is the detent 

override button. The saw  can miter 60° to the right and 50° to th e left, this much range in the 

ÍÉÔÅÒ ÓÅÔÔÉÎÇÓ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÁ×ȭÓ ÂÅÄ ÉÓ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ be smaller.  

The point er on the miter gauge 

is green, with two lines on either 

side to set the miter to a half 

degree. In this picture the miter 

angle is set to one half degre e to 

the right. The screw above the 

gauge is to adjust the pointer. 

Moving the saw back and forth 

setting the miter angle is a bit 

stiff, that may just be because of 

the tight tolerances and the fact 

the saw is new. The detents lock 

in solidly, but, I have  no trouble 

setting the saw ¼ degree out of a 

detent. One quarter degree is my 

standard and I can repeatedly 

achieve that with the Kapex.  

http://www.festoolusa.com/warranty.aspx
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The bevel lock is a flip lever located on the top rear of the saw. )ÔȭÓ pretty easy to reach and 

adjust. With the bevel flipped up the bevel selector knob and the bevel of the saw can be 

adjusted.  

 

With the bevel selector set to 0 -45° the saw can be set 45° to the left only with a stop at 0°  
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The ± 45° setting allows the s aw to be beveled to 45° both to the left and right with no stop at 0°.  

 

 

The ±47° setting, the saw can be set to 47° to the left and right, no stop at 0°.  

Once the bevel adjustment lever is unlocked the bevel can be set like any other miter saw, by 

pushinÇ ÉÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÓÉÒÅÄ ÁÎÇÌÅȢ ) ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÁ× ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ Êust flop over, it stays where I 

put it when I  let it go. There are two things that set the beveling feature of the Kapex apart from 

the others,  first are the large bevel gauges and the second ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ȰÍÉÃÒÏȱ ÁÄÊÕÓÔÍÅÎÔ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅȢ   


